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American History: Connecting with the Past offers thirty interactive maps that support

geographical as well as historical thinking. These maps appear in both the eBook and Connect
History exercises.

Students click on the boxes in the map legend to see changing boundaries, visualize migration
routes, or analyze war battles and election results.

With other interactive maps, like the one shown above, students manipulate a slider to help them
better understand change over time.
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The first and only adaptive reading experience, SmartBook is changing the way students read and learn.

« Asthe student engages with SmartBook, questions test his or her understanding. In response

to the student’s answers, the reading experience actually adapts to what the student knows or
doesn’t know.

- SmartBook highlights the content the student is struggling with, so he or she can focus on
reviewing that information.

» By focusing on the content needed to close specific knowledge gaps, the student maximizes
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Critical Missions make students feel like active participants in history by immersing them in a series of
transformative moments from our past.

As advisers to key historical figures, they read and analyze primary sources, interpret maps and
timelines, and write recommendations.

As a follow-up activity in each Critical Mission, students learn to think like a historian by conducting a
retrospective analysis from a contemporary perspective.
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W H do so many people take an interest in history?

It is, I think, because we know that we are
the products of the past—that everything we know, everything
we see, and everything we imagine is rooted in our history. It
is not surprising that there have been historians throughout
almost all of recorded time. It is only natural that we are inter-
ested in what the past was like. Whether we study academic
history or not, we all are connected to the past.

Americans have always had a love of their own history. It is
a daunting task to attempt to convey the long and remarkable
story of America in a single book, but that is what this volume
attempts to do. The subtitle of this book, “Connecting with
the Past,” describes this edition’s focus on encouraging readers
to be aware of the ways in which our everyday experiences are
rooted in our history.

Like any history, this book is a product of its time. It reflects
the views of the past that historians continue to develop. A com-
parable book published decades from now will likely seem as
different from this one as this book appears different from histo-
ries written a generation or more ago. The writing of history
changes constantly—not, of course, because the past changes, but
because of shifts in the way historians, and the publics they serve,
ask and answer questions about the past.

There have always been critics of changes in historical under-
standing. Many people argue that history is a collection of facts
and should not be subject to “interpretation” or “revision.” But
historians insist that history is not and cannot be simply a col-
lection of facts. They are only the beginning of historical under-
standing. It is up to the writers and readers of history to try to
interpret the evidence before them; and in doing so, they will
inevitably bring to the task their own questions, concerns, and
experiences.

Our history examines the experience of the many different
peoples and ideas that have shaped American society. But it
also requires us to understand that the United States is a nation
whose people share many things: a common political system,
a connection to an integrated national (and now international)
economy, and a familiarity with a shared and enormously pow-
erful mass culture. To understand the American past, it is nec-
essary to understand both the forces that divide Americans
and the forces that draw them together.

It is not only the writing of history that changes with time—
the tools and technologies through which information is deliv-
ered change as well. Created as an integral part of the content
of this fifteenth edition are an array of valuable learning
resources that will aid instructors in teaching and students in
learning about American history. These resources include:

PREFACE

e Smartbook®™-an online version of this book that adapts
to each student’s reading experience by offering
self-quizzing and highlighting material that the student
is struggling with.

e Connect History"~homework and quizzing exercises
including map understanding, primary source analysis,
image exploration, key terms, and review and writing
questions.

o Insight®-a first-of-its-kind analytics tool for Connect as-
signments that provides instructors with vital informa-
tion about how students are performing and which
assignments are the most effective.

e Interactive maps—more than thirty maps in the ebook
and Connect can be manipulated by students to encour-
age better geographical understanding.

e Critical Missions"—an activity that immerses students in
pivotal moments in history. As students study primary
sources and maps, they advise a key historical figure on
an issue of vital importance—for example, should
President Truman drop the atomic bomb on Japan?

¢ A Primary Source Primer—a video exercise with
multiple-choice questions teaches students the importance
of primary sources and how to analyze them. This online
“Introduction to Primary Sources” is designed for use at the
beginning of the course, to save valuable class time.

In addition to content and scholarship updates throughout,
we have added 4 new “Consider the Source” boxed features
that explore the topics of family time; wartime oratory; black
history; and race, gender, and military service. Our concluding
chapter, “The Age of Globalization,” now brings American
History up-to-date through the summer of 2014 and includes
coverage of the 2008 financial crisis, the rise of the Tea Party,
the 2012 election, the Affordable Care Act, and the ongoing
federal gridlock.

I am grateful to many people for their help on this book—
especially the people at McGraw-Hill who have supported and
sustained it so well for many years. I am grateful to Laura Wilk,
Rhona Robbin, Art Pomponio, April Cole, Stacy Ruel, Emily
Kline, and Carrie Burger. [ am grateful, too, to Deborah Bull for
her help with photographs. I also appreciate the many sugges-
tions [ have received from students over the last several years,
as well as the reviews provided by a group of talented scholars
and teachers.

Alan Brinkley
Columbia University
New York, NY
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A GUIDED TOUR OF

AMERICAN HISTORY

AMERICAN HISTORY CONNECTS
STUDENTS TO THE RELEVANCE
OF HISTORY THROUGH
A SERIES OF ENGAGING
FEATURES

- 0

BASEBALL AND THE CiviL WAR

pefiore the great wban stadiums, long before the bghts and the cameras and the
muttimillion-dodar salares, long before the Litde Leaques and the high school and college

tearns, baseball was the mast pepular game in America And during the Chal War, it was a reasured pas-
tima for soldiers, and for thousands of men [and some women) behind the lines, in both Morth and South.

The legend that baseball was wwerted by Abner Doubleday, whe probably never even saw the
game, came from Albert G. Spalding, a patriotic sporting-goods manufacturer eager to prove that the
game had purely American orging and to dispel the notion that it came from England. In fact, basebal
was derived from a varisty of sarfer games, especially the English pastimes of cricket and rounders,
Amenican baseball took s own ditinctive form begening m the 1840g, when Alesander Cartwright, a
shipping clerk, formed the Mew York Knickerbockers, laid out a diamond-shaped field with four bases,
and declared that batters with three strikes were out and that teams with three cuts were retived.

Cartiwvrsght moved west in search of gold in 1849, ultimately grew rich, and settied finally in Hawaii
[where he brought the game to Amenicans in the Pacific). But the game did not lanquish in his ab-
sence. Henry Chadwick, an English-born journalist, spent much of the 1850s popularizng the game
{and reguiarizng its rules]. By 1860, baseball was being played by college students and Insh workers,
by urban elites.and provincial farmers, by people of all classes and ethnic groups fram New England
to Louisiana, & was also attracting the attention of women. Students at Yassar College formed Tadies”
teams in the 1860s, and in Philadelphia, free Black men formed the first of what would become a great
network of African American baseball teams, the Pythians. From the beginning, they were barred
from playing agans: most white teams

When young men marched off to war in 1861, some took thewr bats and balls with them. Almost
from the start of the fighting, solders in both armies took advantage of idle moments to lay out

baseball diamends and organize games. There were
games in prison camps; games on the White House
lawn [where Unien soldiers were sometimes billeted),
and games on battiefelds that were sometimes inber-
rupted by gunfire and cannonfire. "t is astonishing how
indifferent a person can become to danger,” a soldier
wroté home to Ohio in 1862, "The report of musketry is
heard bt a very litle distance from us, . . yet over
there on the ather side of the road is most of sur com-
pany, playing Bat Ball® After a shirmish in Tenas,
anather Union soldier lamented that, in addition to casu-
albes, his company had lost "the only baschal in
Alexandria, Tekas” Far from discouraging baseball
military commanders—and the LS. Sanitary Commission,
the Union army's medical arm—actively encouraged the
game during the war. It would, they believed, help keep
up the solders’ morale

Away from the battlefield, baseball continued to
flowrish. In MNew York City, games between local teams
drew crowds of ten or teenty thousand. The National
Association of Baseball Players [founded in 1359) had
recruited ninety-one clubs i ten northern states by

PATTERNS OF PoPULAR CULTURE FEATURES
These twenty-six features bring fads, crazes,
hang-outs, hobbies, and entertainment into the
story of American history, encouraging students
to expand their definition of what constitutes
history, and to think about how we can best
understand the lived experience of past lives.
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RACE, GENDER, AND

MUICH CAN BE LEARNED ABOUT & SOCIETY'S VAL UES from how it handles the

raising of an army. In wartime, natwns typcally clardy the terms of cincenship

MILITARY SERVICE

and service—asking some people to ight. others w stav home, and appealing 1o

the pubbic for paricrpaion and suppore. The gomvermmens sers the terms ol service, bt

they mumt align wich popuiar values to be successiaul

Duning Warld War L as part of the
the war, the govermment dissenmn
dormmentst The first poster was part
was part of 2 campagn o sell “h
roughly twa-thirds of che wars 832 1
not oty served in the oulotary and o

By the vme of the war on erraonsn
rmlitary rrmrment had changed dram
Wyarld War [ and the draft haed been 5
woluncesr frce. Thas pur a high preroaw
ior thos porposes remamesd st as il
2008, the LIS, Aoy unched its "Aomn

WORLD WAR I-1917-1918

Wartime PosTers

{ eren

(1w Librery o Uongram - LLAS004- T

the armow builds not ondv phvsical but also menial and emononal srengthsn ms ecmits. The second
mrages shomws the welcomimg stmiude of coday's aomy.

UNDERESTAND. AMALYZE AND EVALUATE

1. How du the posiers use images of women or the home o encourage sither erisiment o financal suppor
for the war?

2. 'What do these posiers say sbout comtemporary undersiandings of gender roles? Vhat b te sabe and
miety especi om men Whal dd they espec: rom wormen?

X Like simost ol mecrusng pesters of Viorld 'War | fese two deoc: white people—oespie e fact thal many
mce anc efhniciy durng Workd War 7

WAR ON TERRORISM—2006-2014

ARMY RECRUIMTMENT AND MARKETING

=

MAKE CONNECTIONS

1. How do Hese sources poriray bhe army” How are they persusswve? i B ongong war aganst isrrarsm
ke in any way?

2. How are ethricty and gerder poriraged dfterenily in these documents than ¢ #e 1317 and 1998 posiers™
aniuces” Explan.

CONSIDER THE SOURCE FEATURES

These features guide students through careful analysis of
historical documents, both textual and visual, and prompt
them to make connections with contemporary events. New
topics in this edition include family time; wartime oratory;
black history; and race, gender, and military service.
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THE lymerican Revaiubon vwas a resull of speciic teraiors and conlflicls ebween Brilan
and s horfr American cokees. Bat # was abe o parl and acaase, of what kesior-
s e come o call an age of revolufors’ thal spread Srough much of the Western world in the
ale ergiueenih and marky areleenth centune.

The muderr ides of ~evolution—the sverturning of ok systems and regimes ard the creation of
new ores—ans brgely o product of the dess o e Exighierment. Smong mose nles wae the

STOAMING T—E SR5TILLE Tun paig pers s dus sarving of e grusl Pacbien briress wed srber, oy Basilie, =
by 4 1TEE Tom S e 5 ceagiond sy 3 vl byrarn i mem @ b Frores, besame 3 B sy sl o
rezhznes smpin wim werw st e The by sued e dengeed 12 phae b prazers. s et de meuizacin wed
ey wvee geophe in e vt lortess Even sa. e caswre of the Sadile—weses rarked sme o de feul rements in which erdinany
Franchme: mredite Sevkizr—smars om o B grest rorenb.  reders Sech o The sy 3 e e Bl
Dy, rwvasron o Froc nalvsd boledey. € fdoes d be Vil de Pare Mass: Dorweds. Pern. —mron/The Brdoesee des Ly

UNDERSTAND. ANALYZE AND EVALUATE

1. How did the American Revolution mfluence the French

nohan of populor severagnty, articulsied by the Englsh
phiosagher Jonn Latke and others. Locke arqued tal
poltical aidhorty dul not derive Iram the deere fghe of
kings o the wheried authority of srstocraces b,
raber, fram ®e coraent of the governed A relmed
Evdigitkerrnent gea was the comment of addud free-
dum, which chilengsd e iradional beef thd gowm
menis had the rig ta prescobe the way peogle act,
spmak, and wyen ek Champions of sdnadusl eedom
i the sghieenin ceplury—among ther the Srench ohe
losopher Volare—advocded refigous loleration sad
Ireedom of thought and ewpresson. The SwasFrench
Esdigieriment theorml Jear-Jaccues Roussess helped
soread the ex of pobiicd and legsl squality far ol pec-
ple—me erd ol special privieges for arisicerais sad
whies, me ngin of o chuers 1o paracpae n the forma-
an of pobcies and laws.

The Arencan Revaubon wes fhe best and m noey
warps the mast rlluenva of the Endghteament-derved
upnsngs agans estsblished ooders, 0 served a5 an o
soration to peaole n other nds whe sere irying 1o fied
a way ln nppase unpopaiar regimes. I T8, & lite over
n tecate aher the begnning of the Amercan Revoldion,
revgiuion began i Frarce The morarchy was abol
ished (ol the Bing and queen publicly esscued in
1743, the avthoriy of the Caibobe Chisch wos chat
lerged and gredly weahened, and # the peak. of revohs
bamary chacs during the Jecabn perod |1793-1734),
e an 40,000 suspecied saemes ol e revaiution
were exenuted and hundreds ol thouseris of athers
rgraoned The most radcal phase ol the revalution
came fn o end in 1798, when Mapoleon Boraparis, a
youny gerera, seeed power and began 19 buld 8 rew
French empre. But France's aneer régume of hing and
arstocracy reves whally revved

The Amevican and French Revolssors helped
sore uprisngs n many other paris of the Sllede word.

AMERICA IN THE WORLD EssAys

These fifteen essays focus on specific parallels
between American history and that of other
nations, and demonstrate the importance of the
many global influences on the American story.
Topics like the global industrial revolution, the
abolition of slavery, and the origins of the Cold
War provide concrete examples of the
connections between the history of the United
States and the history of other nations.

UNDERSTAND, ANALYZE, AND

EvALUATE ReviEw QUESTIONS
Appearing at the end of every

Revolubon? feature essay, these questions
2. What other natans were affecied by the example of the encourage students to move beyond
American Revolution™ izati f fact d t
3. What was the significance of the revolution in Haiti, and how INEMONIZAN0L OITaCtS ant Namesito

much sttention did it get in other naticns?

explore the importance and
significance of the featured content.



DEBATING THE PAST

THE New DeaL

FORM”WWM@MMWWMM of the New Deal mirrored the
debate among Americans in the 1930s over the achievements of the Roosevel admin-
istration. Historians struggled, st as contemporaries had done, to decde whather the Mew Deal was
2 good thing or a bad thing

By far the dominant view of the New Deal among scholars has been an approving, Bberal inter-
pretation, and the first important voice of that view was Arthur M. Schiesinger Jr, who arqued in the
three volumes of The Age of Roosevel (1357-1960] that the New Deal marked a continuation of the
long struggle between public power and private nterests. Roesevelt had moved that siruggle ta a new
tevel, challenging the unrestrained power of the busness community and offermg far more pretection
for workers, farmers, consumers, and athers than they had enjoyed in the past.

The first sysiematic “revisionist” interpretation of the New Deal came in 19683, n William
Leuchtenburgs Fromidin 0. Rooseved ond the New Deal Leuchtenburg was a sympathetic critic,
arguing that mest of the kmiations of the New Deal were a resull of the resirictions impesed on
Roosevelt by the politcal and ideologeal realiies of his time—that the New Deal probably could not
have done much more than it dd. Nevertheless, Leuchtenburg could not agree with sthers wha callad
the New Deal a revolution in social pobey. He was able to muster only enough enthusiasm 1o call it a
“halfway reveluon.” one that enhanced the positions of seme previously disadvantaged groups [nota-
Bly farmers and factory workers) but did lithe or nothing for many athers (including blacks, share-
croppers, and the urban poer). Elis Hawley augmented these moderate criticisms of the Roosevel
record in The New Deal and the Probilem of Marapoly [196€] In examining 1330s economic pok-
s, Hawley argued that New Deal efferts were in many cases designed to enhance the position of
private entrepreneurs—even, at times, at the expense of seme of the liberal refaem goals that admin-

Much harsher criticisms of the New Deal emerged in the 1360s and later. Barton Bernstein
in a 1968 essay concluded that the Roosevelt administration may have saved capitalism, but
failed to help—and in many ways actually harmed—groups mee = ~aad of sasictanes Banald
Radesh, Thomas Fergusen, and, more recently, Colin Gorde
They cited the close ties between the New Deal and internation
the liberalism of the 1930s was a product of their shared inte
stabilizing capitalism.

FDR IN ALBANY Sefure he became presidem, Frankin Fiosssvel served as govermor of New York, whers he develosed
= reputssoe ol being an activat markng i@ candran the Geeat Otpressan. In fis 1930 phatograph, be & sting m s desk i
e siste capitol, Twa years lator, e would be ehected president [ 455Gty by |

Mast scholars in the 1980s and 1990s, however.
seemed largely to have accepted the revised liberal
wew: that the New Deal was a significant (and, most
agreed, valuable] chapter in the history of reform,
But sne that worked within rigid. occasionally crip-
gling limits. Much of the recent work on the New
Deal has focused on the constraints within which i
was operating. The saciclogist Theda Skocpol (alang
with other schelars) has emphaszed the issue of
“state capacity” as an important New Deal constraint,
ambitous reform ideas often foundered, she argued.
because no government bureaucracy had sufficient
sirength and expertise to shage or administer them:
James T, Patterson, Barry Karl, Mark Leff, and oth-
ers have emphasized the poltical constrants the
Mew Deal encounterad. Both in Congrese and amang
the public. conservative inhibitions about governmant
remained strong.

Frank Freidel, Elis Hawley, Hearbert Stein, and many
athers peint as well to the ideological constrasnts affect
ing Frankiin Hoosevel and hig supporters. Alan Brinklay
in The End ¢f Reform (1995), described an ideslogical
shift in New Deal iberalism that shified from the initial
regulatory view of government to one that envisioned
relatively litle direct governmental interference in the

srenmeate wneld and contaend metnad an W ocmeeise

DEBATING THE PAST EssAYs
Twenty-five essays introduce students to the contested quality of much of the
American past, and provide a sense of the evolving nature of historical scholarship.
From addressing the question of "Why do historians so often disagree?” to
examining specific differences in historical understandings of the Constitution, the
character of slavery, and the causes of the Great Depression, these essays

familiarize students with the interpretive character of historical understanding.

ambraced measures that unleashed the power of the
miarket did prosperity begin to return.

The phrase Mew Deal liberalism’ has come in the
postwar era to seem synonymous with modern ideas of

embraced
iberal accomplishments of the 1930s can be understood
only in the context of their own time; later liberal efforts
drew from thal legacy but also altered it o fit the needs
and assumptions of very different eras. =

UNDERSTAND, ANALYZE,
AND EVALUATE

1. ‘What is the conservative view of the New Deal?

2. How did the poiitical atmasphere of the 1930s
kit the New Deal?

3. Did the New Deal save capitaism? If so, how
and why?

Xxvii
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THE COLLISION
OF CULTURES

FIRST ENCOUNTERS WITH NATIVE
AMERICANS This 1505 engraving is one of
the earliest European images of the way Native

Americans lived in the early Americas. It also L O O KIN G AHEAD

represents some of the ways in which white
Europeans would view the people they called 1. How did the societies of native peoples in South America differ from

Indians f tions. Native Ameri . L . .
B T e e those in North America in the precontact period (before the arrival of
ere were portrayed by Europeans as exotic

the Europeans)?

savages, whose sexuality was not contained within

stable families and whose savagery was 2
evidenced in their practice of eating the flesh of '
their slain enemies. In the background are the

ships that have brought the European visitors 3
who recorded these images. (© North Wind Picture '

What effects did the arrival of Europeans have on the native peoples
of the Americas?

How did patterns of settlement differ among the Spanish, English,

Archives) French, and Dutch immigrants to the Americas?



SETTING THE STAGE

2 .

THE DISCOVERY OF THE AMERICAS did not begin with Christopher Columbus in 1492. It
began many thousands of years earlier when human beings first crossed into the American continents and began
to people them. By the end of the fifteenth century CE, when the first important contact with Europeans occurred,
the Americas were the home of millions of men and women.

These ancient civilizations experienced many changes and many catastrophes during their long history. But
none of these experiences was likely as tragically transforming as the arrival of Europeans. In the short term—in
the first violent years of Spanish and Portuguese exploration and conquest—the impact of the new arrivals was
profound. Europeans brought with them diseases (most notably smallpox) to which natives, unlike the invaders,
had no immunity. The result was a great demographic catastrophe that killed millions of people, weakened
existing societies, and greatly aided the Spanish and Portuguese in their rapid and devastating conquest of
the existing American empires. Although in the long term European settlers came to dominate most areas of the
Americas, the Europeans were never able to eliminate the influence of the existing peoples (whom they came to
call "Indians”). Battles between natives and Europeans continued into the late nineteenth century and beyond. But
there were also productive interactions through which these very different civilizations shaped one another. They

learned from one another and changed each other permanently and profoundly.

AMERICA BEFORE COLUMBUS

We still know relatively little about the first peoples in the Americas. What we do know comes
from scattered archaeological discoveries—new evidence from artifacts that have survived over
many millennia.

THE PEOPLES OF THE
PRECONTACT AMERICAS

For many decades, scholars believed that all early migrations into the Americas came from humans
crossing an ancient land bridge over the Bering Strait into what is now Alaska, approximately
11,000 years ago. These migrants then traveled from the glacial north, through an unfrozen corri-
dor between two great ice sheets, until they reached the nonglacial lands to the south. The migra-
tions were probably a result of the development of new stone tools—spears and
other hunting implements—with which migrating people could pursue the
large animals that regularly crossed between Asia and North America. All of
these land-based migrants are thought to have come from a Mongolian stock related to that of
modern-day Siberia. They are known to scholars as the “Clovis” people, named for a town in New
Mexico.

The Clovis people established one of the first civilizations in the Americas. Archaeologists
believe that they lived about 13,000 years ago. They were among the first people to make tools
and to eat other animals. The Clovis are believed to have migrated from Siberia across the Bering
land bridge into Alaska. From there, they moved southward to warmer regions, including New
Mexico.

More recent archaeological evidence, however, suggests that not all the early migrants came
across the Bering Strait. Some migrants from Asia appear to have settled as far south as Chile and

Peru even before people began moving into North America by land. This
ARCHAEOLOGISTS ) .
AND PopuLaTioN  Suggests that these first South Americans may have come not by land but by
DIVERSITY sea, using boats. Other discoveries on other continents made clear that mi-
grants had traveled by water much earlier to populate Japan, Australia, and
other areas of the Pacific. Those discoveries suggest that migrants were capable of making long
ocean voyages—long enough to bring them to the American coasts.

THE “CLovVIS”
PEOPLE



This new evidence suggests that the early population of the
Americas was much more diverse and more scattered than
scholars used to believe. Some people came to the Americas
from farther south in Asia than Mongolia—perhaps Polynesia
and Japan. Recent DNA evidence has identified what may have
been yet another population group that, unlike most other
American groups, does not seem to have Asian characteristics.
Thus it is also possible that, thousands of years before
Columbus, there may have been some migration from Europe
or Africa. Most Indians in the Americas today share relatively
similar characteristics, and those characteristics link them to
modern Siberians and Mongolians. But that does not prove
that Mongolian migrants were the only immigrants to the
Americas. It suggests, rather, that Mongolian migrants eventu-
ally came to dominate and perhaps eliminate earlier popula-
tion groups.

The “Archaic” period is a scholarly term for the history of
humans in America during a period of about 5,000 years begin-
ning around 8000 BCE. In the first part of this period, most
humans continued to support them-
selves through hunting and gathering,
using the same stone tools that earlier
Americans had brought with them from Asia. Some of the
largest animals that the earliest humans in America once
hunted became extinct during the Archaic period. But archaic
people continued to hunt with spears in the area later known
as the Great Plains of North America who, then as centuries
later, pursued bison (also known as buffalo). Bows and arrows
were unknown in most of North America until 400-500 CE.

Later in the Archaic period, population groups also began to
develop new tools to perform work. Among them were nets
and hooks for fishing, traps for smaller animals, and baskets for
gathering berries, nuts, seeds, and other plants. Later, some
groups began to farm. Through much of the Americas, the
most important farm crop was corn, but many agricultural
communities also grew other crops such as beans and squash.
In agricultural areas, the first sedentary settlements slowly be-
gan to form, creating the basis for larger civilizations.

THE “ARCHAIC”
PERIOD

THE GROWTH OF CIVILIZATIONS:
THE SouTH

The most elaborate early civilizations emerged south of what
is now the United States—in South and Central America and in
what is now Mexico. In Peru, the Incas created the largest
empire in the Americas. They began as a small tribe in the
mountainous region of Cuzco, in the early fifteenth century-
spurred by a powerful leader, Pachacuti (whose name meant
“world shaker”). His empire stretched along almost 2,000 miles
of western South America. It was an empire created as much
by persuasion as by force. Pachacuti’s agents fanned out around
the region and explained the benefits of the empire to people
in the areas the Incas hoped to control. Most local leaders
eventually allied themselves with the Incas. The empire was
sustained by innovative administrative systems and by the
creation of a large network of paved roads.

THE COLLISION OF CULTURES - 3

Another great civilization emerged from the so-called
Meso-Americans, the peoples of what is now Mexico and much
of Central America. Organized societies emerged in these regions
as early as 10,000 BCE, and the first truly complex society in the
Americas—of the Olmec people-began in approximately 1000
BCE. A more sophisticated culture emerged beginning around
800 CE in parts of Central America and in the Yucatdn peninsula
of Mexico, in an area known as Maya. Mayan civilization devel-
oped a written language, a numerical system similar to the
Arabic, an accurate calendar, an advanced agricultural system,
and important trade routes into other areas of the continents.

Gradually, the societies of the Mayan regions were followed
by other Meso-American tribes. They became known collec-
tively (and somewhat inaccurately) as the Aztec. They called
themselves Mexica, a name that eventually came to describe
people of a number of different tribes. In about 1300 CE, the
Mexica established a city, which they named Tenochtitldn, on a
large island in a lake in central Mexico, the site of present-day
Mexico City. The Mexica soon incorporated the peoples of other
tribes into their society as well. It became by far the greatest city
ever created in the Americas to that point, with a population as
high as 100,000 by 1500, connected to water supplies from
across the region by aqueducts. The residents of Tenochtitlan
also created large and impressive public buildings, schools that all
male children attended, an organized military, a medical system,
and a slave workforce drawn from conquered tribes. They gradu-
ally established their dominance over almost all of central Mexico,
and beyond, through a system of tribute (a heavy tax paid in
crops, cloth, or animals) enforced by military power. The peoples
ruled by the Mexica maintained a significant element of indepen-
dence nevertheless, and many of them always considered the
Mexica to be tyrannical rulers, but too powerful to resist.

Like other Meso-American societies, the Mexica developed
a religion based on a belief in human sacrifice. Unlike earlier
societies in the Americas, whose sacrifices to the gods empha-
sized blood-letting and other mostly nonfatal techniques, the
Mexica also believed that the gods could be satisfied by being
fed the living hearts of humans. But the Mexica also believed
that the gods could be satisfied only by being fed the living
hearts of humans. As a result, they sacrificed people—largely
prisoners captured in combat—on a scale unknown in other
American civilizations.

The Meso-American civilizations were for many centuries the
center of civilized life in North and Central America-the hub of
culture and trade. Disease and disunity made it difficult for them
to survive the European invasions. But they were, nevertheless,
very great civilizations—all the more impressive because they
lacked some of the crucial technologies that Asian and European
societies had long employed. As late as the sixteenth century CE,
no American society had yet developed wheeled vehicles.

THE CIVILIZATIONS OF THE NORTH

The peoples north of Mexico—in the lands that became the
United States and Canada—did not develop empires as large or
political systems as elaborate as those of the Incas, Mayas,
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NORTH AMERICAN MIGRATIONS This map tracks some of the early migrations into, and within, North America in the centuries preceding contact with Europe. The map shows the now-
vanished land bridge between Siberia and Alaska over which thousands, perhaps millions, of migrating people passed into the Americas. It also shows the locations of some of the earliest settlements

in North America.

® What role did the extended glacial field in what is now Canada have on residential patterns in the ancient American world?

and Mexica. They built complex civilizations of great variety
that subsisted on hunting, gathering, and fishing. The Eskimos
of the Arctic Circle fished and hunted
seals; their civilization spanned thou-
sands of miles of largely frozen land,
which they traversed by dogsled. The
big-game hunters of the northern forests led nomadic lives
based on pursuit of moose and caribou. The tribes of the Pacific
Northwest, whose principal occupation was salmon fishing,

COMPLEX AND
VARIED
CIVILIZATIONS

created substantial permanent settlements along the coast and
engaged in constant and often violent competition with one
another for access to natural resources.

Another group of tribes spread through more arid regions of
the Far West and developed successful communities—many of
them quite wealthy and densely populated-based on fishing,
hunting small game, and gathering. Other societies in America
were primarily agricultural. Among the most elaborate were
those in the Southwest. The people of that region built large
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HOW THE EARLY NORTH AMERICANS LIVED This map shows the various ways in which the native tribes of North America supported themselves before the arrival of European
civilization. Like most precommercial peoples, the native Americans survived largely on the resources available in their immediate surroundings. Note, for example, the reliance on the products of the
sea of the tribes along the northern coastlines of the continent, and the way in which tribes in relatively inhospitable climates in the North—where agriculture was difficult—relied on hunting large game.

Most native Americans were farmers.

* What different kinds of farming would have emerged in the very different climates of the agricultural regions shown on this map?

irrigation systems to allow farming on their relatively dry land.
They constructed substantial towns that became centers of trade,
crafts, and religious and civic ritual. Their densely populated set-
tlements at Chaco Canyon and elsewhere consisted of stone and
adobe terraced structures, known today as pueblos, many of
which resembled the large apartment buildings of later eras in
size and design. In the Great Plains region, too, most tribes were
engaged in sedentary farming (corn and other grains) and lived in

permanent settlements, although there were some small nomadic
tribes that subsisted by hunting buffalo. (Only in the eighteenth
century, after Europeans had introduced the horse to North
America, did buffalo hunting begin to support a large population
in the region; at that point, many once-sedentary farmers left the
land to pursue the great migratory buffalo herds.)

The eastern third of what is now the United States—-much
of it covered with forests and inhabited by people who have
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MAYAN TEMPLE, TIKAL Tikal was the largest city in what was then the vast Mayan Empire. It extended through what is now Mexico, Guatemala, and Belize. The temple shown here was built
before 800 CE and was one of many pyramids created by the Mayas. Only a few of these pyramids still survive. (© M.L. Sinibaldi/Corbis)

thus become known as the Woodland Indians—had the great-
est food resources of any region of the continent. Many tribes
lived there, and most of them engaged in farming, hunting,
gathering, and fishing. In the South there were substantial per-
manent settlements and large trading networks based on corn
and other grains grown in the rich lands of the Mississippi
River valley. Among the major cities that emerged as a result
of trade was Cahokia (near present-day St. Louis), which at its
peak in 1200 CE had a population of about 10,000 and con-
tained a great complex of large earthen mounds.

The agricultural societies of the Northeast were more
nomadic than those in other regions. Much of the land in
the region was less fertile than other regions because farm-
ing was newer and less established. Most tribes combined
farming with hunting. Farming techniques in the Northeast
were usually designed to exploit the land quickly rather
than to develop permanent settlements. Natives often
cleared the land by setting forest fires or cutting into trees
to kill them. They then planted crops—corn, beans, squash,
pumpkins, and others—among the dead or blackened trunks.
After a few years, when the land became exhausted or the
filth from a settlement began to accumulate, they moved on
and established themselves elsewhere. In some parts of east-
ern North America, villages dispersed every winter and fam-
ilies foraged in the wilderness until warm weather returned;
those who survived then reassembled to begin farming
again.

Many of the tribes living east of the Mississippi River were
linked together loosely by common linguistic roots. The

MOBILE
SOCIETIES

largest of the language groups was the
Algonquian, which dominated the
Atlantic seaboard from Canada to Virginia.
Another important language group was the Iroquoian, centered
in what is now upstate New York. The Iroquois included at least
five distinct northern “nations™-the Seneca, Cayuga, Onondaga,

MAYAN MONKEY-MAN SCRIBAL GOD The Mayas believed in hundreds of different
gods, and they attempted to personify many of them in various artifacts such as the one
depicted on the bowl shown here, which dates from 900-1100 CE. The monkey gods were
believed to be twins who took the form of monkeys after being lured into a tree from which they
could not descend. According to legend, they abandoned their loincloths, which then became
tails, which they then used to move more effectively up and down trees. The monkey-men were
the patrons of writing, dancing, and art. (© Collection of the Lowe Art Museum, University of
Miami, Gift of the Institute of Maya Studies/The Bridgeman Art Library)



Oneida, and Mohawk—and had links as well with the Cherokees
and the Tuscaroras farther south, in the Carolinas and Georgia.
The third-largest language group—the Muskogean—included the
tribes in the southernmost region of the eastern seaboard: the
Chickasaws, Choctaws, Creeks, and Seminoles. Alliances among
the various Indian societies (even among those with common
languages) were fragile, since the peoples of the Americas did
not think of themselves as members of a single civilization.

TrRiBAL CULTURES

The enormous diversity of economic, social, and political
structures among the North American Indians makes large
generalizations about their cultures difficult. In the last centu-
ries before the arrival of Europeans, however, Native
Americans—like peoples in other areas of the world-were ex-
periencing an agricultural revolution. In all regions of the
United States, tribes were becoming
more sedentary and were developing
new sources of food, clothing, and
shelter. Most regions were experiencing significant population
growth. Virtually all were developing the sorts of elaborate
social customs and rituals that only stationary societies can
produce. Religion was as important to Indian society as it was
to most other cultures, and it was usually closely bound up
with the natural world on which the tribes depended. Native
Americans worshiped many gods, whom they associated with
crops, game, forests, rivers, and other elements of nature. Some
tribes created elaborate, brightly colored totems as part of
their religious ritual; most staged large festivals on such im-
portant occasions as harvests or major hunts.

As in other parts of the world, the societies of North America
tended to divide tasks according to gender. All tribes assigned
women the jobs of caring for children, preparing meals, and

AGRICULTURAL
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CAHOKIA An artist's rendition of the city of
Cahokia circa 1100 CE. Its great earthen mounds,
constructed by the Cahokia Indians near present-day
St. Louis, have endured into modern times as part of
the Missouri landscape. (Courtesy of Cahokia Mounds
State Historic Site, Collinsville, lllinois. Painting by William
R. Iseminger)

gathering certain foods. But the allocation of other tasks varied
from one society to another. Some tribal groups (notably the
Pueblos of the Southwest) reserved farming tasks almost en-
tirely for men. Among others (including the Algonquins, the
Iroquois, and the Muskogees), women tended the fields, while
men engaged in hunting, warfare, or clearing land. Iroquois
women and children were often left alone for extended periods
while men were away hunting or fighting battles. As a result,
women tended to control the social and economic organization
of the settlements and played powerful roles within families.

EUROPE LOOKS WESTWARD

Europeans were almost entirely unaware of the existence of
the Americas before the fifteenth century. A few early
wanderers—Leif Eriksson, an eleventh-century Norse seaman,
and perhaps others—had glimpsed parts of the New World and
had demonstrated that Europeans were capable of crossing the
ocean to reach it. But even if their discoveries had become
common knowledge (and they had not), there would
have been little incentive for others to follow. Europe in the
Middle Ages (roughly 500-1500 CE) was not an adventurous
civilization. Divided into innumerable small duchies and king-
doms, Europe had an overwhelmingly provincial outlook.
Subsistence agriculture predominated, and commerce was lim-
ited; few merchants looked beyond the boundaries of their
own regions. The Roman Catholic Church exercised a measure
of spiritual authority over most of the continent, and the Holy
Roman Empire provided at least a nominal political center.
Even so, real power was widely dispersed; only rarely could a
single leader launch a great venture. Gradually, however,
conditions in Europe changed so that by the late fifteenth
century, interest in overseas exploration had grown.



DEBATING THE PAST

WHy Do HistoriaNS So OFTEN DIFFER?

in the twentieth century, when the professional study of history was still
EARLYreIativer new, many historians believed that questions about the past could
be answered with the same certainty and precision that questions in more-scientific fields could
be answered. By sifting through available records, using precise methods of research and

analysis, and producing careful, closely argued ac-
counts of the past, they believed they could create
definitive histories that would survive without contro-
versy. Scholars who adhered to this view believed

GEORGE BANCROFT (O Corbis)

CoMMERCE AND NATIONALISM

Two important and related changes provided the first incentive
for Europeans to look toward new lands. One was a result of the
significant population growth in fifteenth-century Europe. The
Black Death, a catastrophic epidemic of the bubonic plague that
began in Constantinople in 1347, had decimated Europe, killing
(according to some estimates) more than
a third of the people of the continent and
debilitating its already-limited economy.
But a century and a half later, the population had rebounded.
With that growth came a rise in land values, a reawakening of
commerce, and a general increase in prosperity. Affluent land-
lords became eager to purchase goods from distant regions, and
a new merchant class emerged to meet their demand. As trade
increased, and as advances in navigation and shipbuilding made
long-distance sea travel more feasible, interest in developing
new markets, finding new products, and opening new trade
routes rapidly increased.

A REAWAKENING
OoF COMMERCE
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PAULINE MAIER (© Charles Maier. Courtesy of the
Maier family)

Paralleling the rise of commerce in Europe, and in part re-
sponsible for it, was the rise of new governments that were
more united and powerful than the feeble political entities of
the feudal past. In the western areas of
Europe, the authority of the distant pope
and the even more distant Holy Roman
Emperor was necessarily weak. As a result, strong new mon-
archs emerged and created centralized nation-states, with
national courts, national armies, and—perhaps most important—
national tax systems. As these ambitious kings and queens
consolidated their power and increased their wealth, they
became eager to enhance the commercial growth of their
nations.

Ever since the early fourteenth century, when Marco Polo
and other adventurers had returned from Asia bearing exotic
goods (spices, fabrics, dyes) and exotic tales, Europeans who
hoped for commercial glory had dreamed of trade with the
East. For two centuries, that trade had been limited by the
difficulties of the long, arduous overland journey to the Asian

CENTRALIZED
NATION-STATES



that real knowledge can be derived only from direct, scientific observation of clear *facts”. They
were known as “positivists.”

A vigorous debate continues to this day over whether historical research can or should be truly
objective. Almost no historian any longer accepts the “positivist” claim that history could ever be an
exact science. Disagreement about the past is, in fact, at the heart of the effort to understand history.
Critics of contemporary historical scholarship often denounce the way historians are constantly re-
vising earlier interpretations. Some denounce the act of interpretation itself. History, they claim, is
"what happened,” and historians should "stick to the facts."

Historians, however, continue to differ with one another both because the *facts” are seldom as
straightforward as their critics claim and because facts by themselves mean almost nothing without
an effort to assign meaning to them. Some historical "facts,” of course, are not in dispute. Everyone
agrees, for example, that the Japanese bombed Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941, and that
Abraham Lincoln was elected president in 1860. But many other *facts” are much harder to deter-
mine—among them, for example, the question of how large the American population was before the
arrival of Columbus, which is discussed in this chapter. How many slaves resisted slavery? This
sounds like a reasonably straightforward question, but it is almost impossible to answer with any
certainty—because the records of slave resistance are spotty and the definition of “resistance” is a
matter of considerable dispute.

Even when a set of facts is clear and straightforward, historians disagree—sometimes quite
radically—over what they mean. Those disagreements can be the result of political and ideological
disagreements. Some of the most vigorous debates in recent decades have been between scholars
who believe that economic interests and class divisions are the key to understanding the past, and
those who believe that ideas and culture are at least as important as material interests. Whites
and people of color, men and women, people from the American South and people from the North,
young people and older people: these and many other points of difference find their way into scholarly
disagreements. Debates can also occur over differences in methodology—between those who believe
that quantitative studies can answer important historical questions and those who believe that other
methods come closer to the truth,

Most of all historical interpretation changes in response to the time in which it is written. Historians
may strive to be “objective” in their work, but no one can be entirely free from the assumptions and
concerns of the present. In the 1950s, the omnipresent shadow of the Cold War had a profound ef-
fect on the way most historians viewed the past. In the 1960s, concerns about racial justice and dis-
ilusionment with the Vietnam War altered the way many historians viewed the past. Those events
introduced a much more critical tone to scholarship and turned the attention of scholars away from
politics and government and toward the study of society and culture.

Many areas of scholarship in recent decades are embroiled in a profound debate over whether
there is such a thing as “truth.” The world, some scholars arque, is simply a series of "narratives’

constructed by people who view life in very different and
often highly personal ways. “Truth” does not really exist.
Everything is a product of interpretation. Not many his-
torians embrace such radical ideas; most would agree
that interpretations, to be of any value, must rest on a
solid foundation of observable facts. But historians do
recognize that even the most compelling facts are sub-
ject to many different interpretations and that the pro-
cess of understanding the past is a forever
continuing—and forever contested—process. ~ ®

UNDERSTAND, ANALYZE,
AND EVALUATE

1. What are some of the reasons historians so
often disagree?

2. s there ever a “right” or “wrong" in historical
interpretation? What value might historical
inquiry have other than reaching a "right” or
‘wrong” conclusion?

3. If historians so often disagree, how should a
student of history approach historical content?
How might disagreement expand our under-
standing of history?

courts. But in the fourteenth century, as the maritime capa-
bilities of several western European societies increased and
as Muslim societies seized control of the eastern routes to
Asia, there began to be serious talk of finding a faster, safer
sea route to Asia. Such dreams found a receptive audience in
the courts of the new monarchs. By the late fifteenth cen-
tury, some of them were ready to finance daring voyages of
exploration.

The first to do so were the Portuguese. They were the pre-
eminent maritime power in the fifteenth century, in large part
because of the work of one man, Prince Henry the Navigator.
Henry’s own principal interest was not
in finding a sea route to Asia, but in ex-
ploring the western coast of Africa. He
dreamed of establishing a Christian empire there to aid in his
country’s wars against the Moors of northern Africa; and he
hoped to find new stores of gold. The explorations he began
did not fulfill his own hopes, but they ultimately led farther
than he had dreamed. Some of Henry’s mariners went as far

PRINCE HENRY
THE NAVIGATOR

south as Cape Verde, on Africa’s west coast. In 1486 (six years
after Henry’s death), Bartholomeu Dias rounded the southern
tip of Africa (the Cape of Good Hope); and in 1497-1498 Vasco
da Gama proceeded all the way around the cape to India. In
1500, the next fleet bound for India, under the command of
Pedro Cabral, was blown westward oft its southerly course and
happened upon the coast of Brazil. But by then another man,
in the service of another country, had already encountered the
New World.

CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS

Christopher Columbus, who was born and reared in Genoa,
Italy, obtained most of his early seafaring experience in the
service of the Portuguese. As a young man, he became in-
trigued with the possibility, already under discussion in many
seafaring circles, of reaching Asia by going not east but west.
Columbus’s hopes rested on several basic misconceptions.
He believed that the world was far smaller than it actually is.
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